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hardest, was that it was impossible to reform such men, it
was useless to torture them, and dangerous to release them.'
The seeds of Bernard Shaw's ideas concerning crime and
punishment and cruelty were sown that day. Indeed, one
can almost see. them starting furiously to germinate as he
returned through the prison gates into the outer air.
The outer air that most refreshed him young Bernard
found outside Dublin on Dalkey Hill.    The Shaws had a
cottage there they used in summer that Lee had bought
and presented to Mrs. Shaw.    It looked upon the Wicklow
Mountains in the distance, and the garden at its back com-
manded Dublin Bay.    Dalkey Hill! where the gorse spread
over the down through the springy green turf, golden in
the soft warm sea air against a white-clouded blue sky.
'The happiest moment of my life/ Shaw recorded at the
age of ninety, 'was when as a child I was told by my mother
that we were going to move from our Dublin stjreet to
Dalkey Hill in sight of the skies and seas of the two great
bays between Howth and Bray, with Dalkey Island in the
middle/    And again:  'For brilliance of colour, making
rocks   raining   pools   and   herbage   look   like   terrestrial
jewellery,- I have seen nothing like the heights above Sligo
Bay.    And for magic that takes you out, far out, of this
time and this world, there is Skellig Michael, ten miles off
the Kerry coast, shooting straight up  six hundred feet,
sheer out of the Atlantic.    Whoever has not stood in the
graveyards at the summit of that cliff among those bee-
hive dwellings and their beehive oratory does not know
Ireland through and through.    It is the beauty of Ireland
that has made us what we are.    I am a product of Dalkey's
outlook.'    It was there, in sight of those skies and those
seas,,that Shaw grew up; there that he (swam and learnt to
love the sea; and there, roaming after dark, that he wrestled
with Shelley's Almighty Fiend and hurled him from his
mind into the night air, returning home an atheist.    His
university, Shaw says, had three colleges: 'Lee's Musical
Society, the National Gallery, and Dalkey Hill'    What-
ever influenced Shaw most, from Dalkey Hill come those
hints of earthy beauty that touch Shaw's work with an
enchantment all too rare.    As for instance in the scene